, but fibroblasts and fine strands of collagen are present relatively early in the course of their development.
In the majority of the cases, the granuloma is connected with the bases of pilo-sebaceous follicles within the tumour. As a result of destruction of the follicle wall by an acute inflammatory process, the hair shaft is exposed amd stimulates a multinucleate giant cell reaction (Fig. 5 ).
The hair shaft may later be dislodged into the areolar tissue of the corium and there continues to exert its irritant action (Fig. 6) Fig. 2. (Haemalum and eosinx 240) and reticulo-histiocytomas which have been reported by Zak (1950) and by McCash and Richards (1954) . There is little doubt that it may possess the histological criteria at present required for the diagnosis of histiocytoma. McCash and Richards (1954) in the discussion following the description of their case of histiocytoma discuss the aetiology of this tumour, but inflammation of skin with modification of the process by the involvement of the specialized glandular structures is not considered.
It is likely that a proportion at least of the so-called histiocytomas are in fact granulomas arising probably in the same way as those occurring as a complication of the simple mole.
The granuloma described here also resembles very closely the longstanding ' cystic ' lesion of acne vulgaris (Fig. 8) , the tissue reaction following rupture of an epidermoid or sebaceous cyst and that occurring after certain insect bites (Allen, 1948 
